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| OR "the full and clear handling : 
of this Subject, I put MO 1 
Mt ok oy th Laa e Þ 
| How far does God require, that. 
©. in Meters of : Religion I ,b 
direfed by the: Vol of amy, and what 


Church? | ir 1.4 HOMIE. DAI Ti; = 140 


hs 


0 4-5 
And before I come to draw, it out: into 

thoſe particular Queſtions, which I take to 

be contained within this general one; 1 


think it proper, both to explain the N 
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of it, and alſo to intermix ſome preli 
minary Conſiderations with ſuch Exp. 

If I can fully and fairly ſhew what it 
is that God in this Caſe. requires from me, 
I ſuppoſe I may conclude, that he requires 
juſt the,. ſamg fram ,eyery., other Man, as 
far as his Capacity and} Circumſtances. a 


God may require a thing from me, ei. 
ther immediately and expreſly, or more 
rqmately and hy Conſequence : but that 
which he no/wayrequires Fo ;mg, I think 
ought not to be required by Man, I mean 
in Matters. of Religſon; of which alone 
I am now ſpeaking. „ 

There are but two ways that I can 
 findy/of knowing or diſtobering what it 
is that God requires from me; that is 
to ſay, by Reaſon, or Revelation. It my 
Reajon affures me that it is God's Will 
that I fhould do this or that thing; or 
if he has any way Revealed his- Will to 
the ſame Purpoſe; in either of theſe Caſes 
J readily on that God requires the do- 
ing of that ſame thing ſtom met but if 
upon the beſt and utmoſt Enquiry: that! 
can make, . F find no. manner of Neem to 
conclude that God requires any ſuch; thing 
from me, nor any Intimatiom of his e. 
vealed: HM to the fame, Purpoſe, wm 


v» FX $3 wrt ww rn == 1.D JW, 9 boo —Y) 


q : . 1 ; 8 $ 

CY N . 

7 * = * 
- = & - 
4 * a 
4 U 
9 . 
* * * 
. a $5 - 
| 57 
2 


I may be well alle that rr N not . 
quire it from me at all. 5 
All Matters of Retipion are to be te. 
duced to cheſe two general Heads; name- 
ly, Doctrines to be believed, and Duir, 
to be practiſed. How far therefore the 
Authority of any Church is to be my 
Rule in each of ' theſe chimes, muſt di- 
ſtinctly be enquired into. And becauſe 
the Truth and Obligation of the Chi- 


ſtian Religion is in a very great Meaſure. 


ſupported by the Certainty of ſome Mat- 
ters of Fact which have come to pafs, it 
will be neceſſary alſo to confider how far 
my Aſſent to Het Pruth of theſe ſame 
Matters of Fact is to we of ds, | Upon. 


the ſame Authority. 


The Word Outs 1 45 it is uſed amen : 


Chriſtians, always ſignifies à Number of 


Perſons joined together in the Profeſſion * 

of that Faith and Religion, which Jeſus . - 
Chrit has made ordinarily neceſſary to e- 
ternal Salvation. Sometimes it denotes all 
ſuch Chriſtians as ever have been from the 
hrſt preaching of the 'Gofpel unte the pre- 
ſent Time; and then it is called the ou 
verſal Church of all Ages. Sometimes it 8. 
put to ſignify all ſuch Chriſtians as are, as 


were at ſuch a particular time upon che 
Face of the Earth; and then it-is called the 


| Univer /al Church of this or that panlicuiar 


RES. Age. 
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Age. And laftly, it is fonbtimes taken i 
a more reſtrained Signification, for all. ſuch 
- Chriſtians as are of this or that particular 
Nation, Place, or Country; from which 
fame Country, Place, or Nation, it alſo 
receives its particular Denomination; as the 
Church of 'England, the Gallican Church, c. 
nor have I any Occaſion here to enquire 


how far, or whether at all, Hereticks or 


Secbiſmaticks are to be reckoned as Members 
of the Church. |. - 

There are two other S N of the 
Word Church, which I think L ought not 
to omit. All thoſe Chriſtians who ive in 
Subjection to, or hold Communion with 


the Pope, or Biſhop. of Rome, taken alto- 


gether, are commonly called the Church of 


Rome, And when any Number of Men 


are legally aſſembled, and ſufficiently au- 


thorized to tranſact or ſettle Matters of 
Religion for any Church, of what Deno- 


mination ſoever ; this Aſſembly (uſually al- 


fo called a Council, or Synod) is frequently | 


ſtyled the Church Repreſentati ve. Other Si- 
gnifications there are, or may be, of the 


4 Word Church; but I do not foreſee that 1 


hall have any occaſion to make uſe of them 
in this Diſcourſe, and therefore I 9 
to make mention of them. RE 

As to the Word Authority, it will be e- 


nough for my Preſent Purpoſe to take no- 
- ties. 
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tice, that it: is ordinarily and properly made 
uſe of upon theſe four following Occaſi- 


ona 0 0 l nee ee 
"Firf, If a Man be ſuſpefted of Falfß- 
cation, for relating a Hiſtory, or Matter 
of Fact, otherwiſe than ſome think it real- 
ly to be; he may well anfwer,. that he 
has good Authority for what he ſays, in 
caſe he can vouch the Teſtimony of ſuffi- 
cient Witneſſes, or credible and unſuſpect- 
ed Hiſtorians, for the Truth of his Re- 
lation. ets r ng, 
 SCecondly, If a Man be queſtioned, why, 
or for what Reaſon he did, or does ſuch 
or ſuch. a thing; he may in many, Caſes. - 
juſtify himſelf, by. ſaying. that the con- 
ſtant Practice of ſuch or ſuch Men is a 
ſufficient Authority for his o doing, Thus 
it is commonly allowed as a good Vindi- 
cation for a Phyſician's managing his Pa- 
tient after this or that manner, if he can 
ſhew that this has been the general Pra- 
ice of thoſe who were eminent in that 
Profeſſion, - whenever the Symptoms and 
Circumſtances were the ſame as now they 
appear to be.. ??“ 
Thirdly, When a Man declares his Judg- 
ment or Opinion touching any Point which 
comes under Debate; it is not unuſual. for 
him to give this as his Reaſon, that the 
lame has been the Opinion and F 
| | yl 
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of ſuch Perfons as are a kufictent Ahh. 
-r#y-to him, wherenpon to determine n 


Opinion and Judgment 1 in the Caſe. his 


© Ty oo 
1 8 


Judge . Sentence in any 'Caſe or Cu 


that comes before them; it is uſually reck. 


on'd as a ſufficient Juſtification of them, if 


they can ſhew that the ſame Caſe in point 
has always been ſo adjudged and derermin- 

ed in the feveral Courts, into ch it Tas 
Veen brought. bh 
' --- Feurthly, When a Man Sadie chat? be 


Mice himſelf obliged in Conſcience to act 
after this or that manner; the only good 
Reaſon that he can give for his thys think- 


ing, muſt be, that he apprehends this. Obli- 


gation to be laid upon him by the Auldo- 


-. «rity of ſuch Perſon or Perſons as have the 
Power of making Laws, to which he 1 is 
bound to give Obedience. | 


The general Queſtion then concerning 


the Church's Authority may well be divid- 


ed into theſe four Parten ones > fit 
ſpeak with relation to myſelf alone.) 
Firſt, Of what Authority is the 7% 


mony of any Church for the determining my 


Belief of a Matter of Fact? ö 
Secondly, Of what Authority is the Pro- 


Bice of any Church for the NT: of | 
my Practice? 7 


2 bh, 
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%%, or g bee is che Fade 
et, Opinion; or Declaration of any Churc 
bor the determining my Aſſent to any Point 
cr Dare eg 

e Fonrtbly,” What Authority has any Church 
„bo nate Laws, ſo as thereby to lay an Ob- 
f Wl ization upon my Conſcience? * 

t ln the handling of which four Queſtions, 
ny Enquiry ſtill muſt be, bow far dies Cad 
s WM uire from me, that I thould ſubmit to, 


or be directed by the Authority of the 
tions of the Word Authority. 

] begin with the firſt of theſe Queſti- 
ons, concerning the Teſtimony of the Church. 
| Teſtimony, Ariftly and properly ſpeak- 
ing, is nothing elſe but the Affirmation of 
one or more ſſes con 
of a Matter of Fact, at which he or the 
were preſent: but when a Fact, ſuppoſed 
to be done many Ages ſince, appears to 
have been all along generally believ'd and 
recery*d as true; and this without any no- 
table Contradiction, upon ſuch Evidence as 
ls truly credible,” we uſually ſay, that ſor 
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Time to this, For Example, upon the 
belt Enquiry that I can make, it appears 
0 me to have been for ſeveral Ages be- 
ld by all, who have made any Search 

5 | | into 


8 


Church in each of theſe Cafes and Significa- 


itneſſes concerning the Truth 


the Truth of ſuch a Fact, we have the Te- 
/1mony of all the ſeveral Ages from that 


. 


"of 
FE, 
* 4Y 


into the Hiſtory of Europe, that there v 


— _ OO 9 8 8 * N 5 * 
x | | F „ 
x : ” ? 8 74 Ez -*5 : 7 - 
4 — » z 9 . © . « 
* : - ” 5 * S 4 - 
4 * ; * ; * «4 2 1 8 F p , N 
* % . "EN * * 8 8 
- ” 9 5 5 5 
- * * * - 0 
” a a * 
ad b * P 
1 * F 


'fuch a Perſon. as William, Duke of Ny: 
' mandy, who invaded England, and pari 
by Force, partly by Agreement, got Po ble 
ſeſſion of the Throne of that Kingdom, 
which he held to his Death. All which, 

with many notable Tranſactions during his 

Reign, is atteſted both by the Eugliſb and 
Foreign Hiſtorians : nor has there ever 

been any Man ſo wild, as to contradict 

any Part of this Relation; and therefore 

we may truly ſay, that for the Truth o 

theſe Facts, we have the Teſtimony. of all} 

the Ages that have paſsd from that Time 


And after the ſame manner it may be 
faid, that we have the Teſtimony of .the 
Univerſal Church, of all Ages and Places, 
to this very Time, for all the Facts which 

are contain'd in the Hiſtorical Part of the 
New Teſtament: the ſeveral Tranſactions 
there recorded, appearing upon the ſtrict 
eſt Enquiry, to have been every where be- 
"Hev'd as true by all Chriſtians, who. have 
"acquainted themſelves with the Holy Sc 
ptures; and this upon the Original T efti- 
mony of ſuch Witneſſes, as cannot reaſon- 
ably be ſuſpected, either to have been 
themſelves deceiv'd in what they related, 
or to have had the leaſt Deſign of impol⸗ 
ng a Fiction upon the World... Nor baw 


even the Enemies of Chriſtianity ever dard ü 
to deny the Truth of theſe Facts; or f 
ſome few of them have been ſo unreaſona- 
ble and extravagant, the pretended Grounds 
of their Denial have been ſueh, as that up- 
on the ſame, we may as well deny the 
Truth of all the Hiſtories in the World, 
and believe no Matter of Fact but what we 
ke with our own. Eyes. 
Teſtimony, properly ſpeaking, proves no- 
thing but bare Matter of Fact. Indeed, 
when the Truth of ſome Fact is ſufficient- 
y eſtabliſhed, we may from thence draw 
farther Conſequences 3 but nothing is, or 
an be immediately and directly proved 
by Tetimony, but only the Facts them- 
lelves. For Example, Teſtimony may prove 
the Truth of thoſe Facts which are re- 
corded in the New - Teſtament.” Teſtimony 
may alſo prove that ſuch and | ſuch Do- 
arines were actually taught by Jes Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles. From which Facts I 
may well deduce this Conſequence, that 
therefore theſe Doctrines are certainly true, 
becauſe the Miracles of Chriſt and his A- 
| poltles (as well as the Completion of ma- 
by Prophecies). ſufficiently ſhew that they 
had the Authority of God for all. that 
they | taught : nor can any Teſtimony (as 
ch) otherwiſe prove the Truth of any 
Doctrine, than as the. ſame may by Con- 
En - | ſequence 


? 


* 12 1 9 
ſequence: be dedur'd from Pats That un 
welt atteſted. 

If one Wirnels aki bears Teige 
o a Matter of Fact, and I am convince 
that he is neither himſelf deceiv*d, nor de 
Treives me in the Relation of it; according 
to the Strength of this Conviction of mine, 
my Aﬀent to his Teftimony muſt needs he 
ſtronger or weaker. But if a great Nun 
ber of Witneſſes agree in the ſame Teſti 
mony, and I am under the like Conviction 
with reſpect to every one of them; in this 
Caſe my Aſſent to their Teſtimony m uſt 
| neceſſarily be beyond all manner of reaſor 
able Doubt; eſpecially if the concurring 
_ Circumftances are plainly ſuch, as to. ren- 
der it impoſſible, or altogether -impraRtica 
ble, that they ſhould combine together to 
put a Cheat eirher upon the World | in ge 
—_ or me in particular, 

'We have (as 1 ſaid before) the concur- 
rent-Teſtimony of che Univerſal Chriſtian 
Church of all Ages, for all the Matters 
of Fact -contain*d. in the New Teſtamem, 
and particularly in the four Goſpels, and 

Ads of the Apoſtles: nor is there the leaſt 
Ground to ſuſpect either that they, who 

firſt related theſe Facts, were themſelves de- 
ceiv'd, or that they had any Deſign to de- 
ceive others; or that they, who'in the midſt 


| of all Diſcouragements and Ferſecutions io | 
three 
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tree hundred Yearwtogether,.behev' their WH 
Teſtimony; and tranſmitted it dont to Po- HY 
ferity, were either! themfubves to cradu. 
cit, if any ſuch Deceit there were; The on 
concurrent: Circumſtances: were alfo: ſucks, [ 
33 to render it altogether impracticable, 10h 
nd even impoſſible, for ſuch a Number 
of Men to falſify in their Teſtimony. Ma- {18 
ny of the Facts which they related, they: Fn 
aways affirmed to have been done in the Flt 
Preſence of Multitudes of People; great FIN 
and Perſecutors both of him, and of his {18 
Diſciples. The Witneſſes a ppear' d to be {118 
Men all of them of ſo great Integrity, and * 
moſt of them of ſuch plain Simplicity, as {1 
neither to be able, nor willing to com- "11 
dine together to put a. Deceit upon the . 1 
World. The Number of the Witneſſes 1 
was very great, and yet they never were 1 
known to diſagree in their Teſtimony. ſi 
For the Sake. of this Teſtimony, they ſuf- 1 
| fer'd all the Evils which Malice could in- i" | 
vent, and even Death itſelf with exquiſite 1 
Torments; and yet not one of them: was 


— —— 
— —— — — 
Sm N 
re 


known to retract the Teſtimony he had 
given, And laſtly, from the Time that 
Cb firſt: began to publiſſi his Doctrine, 
er br above four hundred. Years together, a- 

bdundance of learned Men, both Jews: and 


Gentiles, 


* 


L 


- Gentiles, every where oppos'd, and may 
of them writ againſt the Chriſtian” Relpin 
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(which Oppoſition is: ſtill, more or leg up 
continued in many Parts of the World) 
and yet from that Time to this, not ſo tha 
much as one ſober Man has pretended . 
upon any probable Grounds to deny the e 
Truth of thoſe Matters of Fact, althoꝰ rec 
many have endeavour'd to bring all the the 
Diſcredit they could upon them. © wh 
From theſe Facts thus atteſted, I gather, Wi! 
Firſt, That Fefus. Chriſt, and his Diſciples Mp": 
perform'd many miraculous Things, which {Wir 
they could not poſſibly have done, if they Er 
had not been endow'd with an extracf- WW"! 
dinary Power from God himſelf: and 8. 
condly, That divers Prophecies recorded in {MC 
the Old Teſtament, were evidently: fulfilled MW 
in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. From whence Wl © 
I think, I may infer a Demonſtration, that W/? 
Feſus Chriſt was the Meſſenger of God; WI ® 
and that the Doctrine and Religion which Wl © 
was taught by him, and thoſe who were 0 Þ 
commiſſion'd by him, is certainly true, and Wl © 
comes from God himſelf: and thus 1 con- 
ceive the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, Ml" 

in the general, may very well be proved by Wl © 
the Authority of the Church's Teſtimony.: nor ll © 
have I any Occafion here to ſpeak: of: the 
farther Proof of it, that may be brought 


from the Purity and Excellency 2 3 


4 


Tv) 


zaption, in the Holy Scriptures. 
My next Enquiry now muft be, what 
that Religion 4s, which was taught 'by Je. 


16 Chrif, and his Diſciples; or in other 
he rerms, what Doctrines they deliver'd as 
o Weeceflary to be believ'd, and what Duties 
heMlthcy preſcribed as neceſſary to be practis d: 

which alſo being a Matter of Fact, can, at 
r, his Diſtance of Time, be no other wife 
Ie prov'd to me than by Teſtimony; and how 
ck är the Teſtimony of the Church is in this 
ey Enquiry a ſufficient” Direction to me, 1 
MW what 1 am next to conſider wy 
„Buy the Teſtimony of the Univerſal 


in Church in all Ages, it appears to me, that 
ed bon after the Chriſtian Religion began to 
ce be publiſh'd in the World, ſome of the A. 
at le and Diſciples of Jeſus Cbriſt writ cer- 
d; ain Books, in which they gave an Ac- 


ch count partly of his Life and Doctrine, and 


re partly of that Religion which they, by his 
nd Command, were then teaching and preach- 
n- ing unto the World: that a Number of 
n, Wl ficſe Books were, in a few Tears more, 
by Wl coollected together, and univerſally receiv*d 


or by all particular Churches, as the genuine 


he WI 'Vritings of ſuch Apoſtles and Diſciples: 


ht BW nd that tho” ſome few of theſe Books 
he WF dere not at firſt fo . recery*d 


* 


Chriſtian E Doctrine and Morality as 1 = 
have it deliver'd, without Mixture or Cor- < 


s | * 2 


| - (which ſhews the great Care anch Caution c 
the Cbriſtians of thoſe Days) yet that in 1 
little time, they alſo found the like Re. 
cCepꝛrion with thoſe other Bocks that never 

had been doubted. of. It alſo appeats tu 
me, by the ſame Feſtimony, that many 

Copies of each of theſe, Books; and divers 
1 Tranſlations. of them into different Langu 

ges, were with, all. Expedition diſper d in- 

to all the ſeveral. Places (very diſtant one 
from the other) wherever Chriſtianity be- 

1 Kn to prevail: from which. Copies and 

Ĩ xanſlacions abundance ef new. Copies, and 

alſo other Tranſlations have been made, 

and in great Numbers diſpers'd into! very 
remote and diſtant Parts of the World; 

all which Books, as they ſtand collected 

together, have been uſually? called by the 

Name of the New: Te/tament:: nor can I find 

the leaſt rational Ground for any Exception 

to be made againſt this Feſtimony, or any 

From theſe Facts, thus tu me ſufficient- 

That where all, or almoſt all the: Copies 

and Tranſlations of, the Nate Teſt amant do 

agree, that ſuch; or ſuch particular Do- 

Etrines or Precepts gf Religien were taught 

and deliver'd. by Jeſus, Chriſt, or his Abe. 

tles and Diſciples; theſe ſame. Doctrines or 

Precepts I am to look upon as really tau 


- 
* 


and deliver'd by them. | Secondly, That 
where the New Teęfamem is altogether Glenit 
concerning ſuch teaching or delivering of any 
Doctrine, or Precept, I cannot look upon 
ſuch Doctrine or Precept as coming from 
them, except the ſame can be prov'd by 
ſome other ſufficient Teſtimony; oy which, 

as yet, I am wholly ignorant. And ir 
, That wherever 1 find the New. ea. 
nent to ſpeak doubtfully, or obfeurely con- 
cerning any ſuch Doctrine or Precept, it 
will -be impoſſible for me, with any Cer- 


d 

0 tainty, to conclude whether ſuch Poctring 
„er Precept were ſo taught or deirver®d; 
Yi above mentioned, until I can find Yach 


Doubt or Obſeurity cxplaind, and, clear d 
up to my Satisfaction. 

If any one ſhall demand, Bos I can be 
ſure of the Senſe or Meaning of the New 
Totament, or any Part of Hs except I re- 
uche che fame from the Church as from 

an infallible Interpreter; 1 anfwer, is 
Firſt, That there ate abundance of Pr. 
bees in the New Teſtament, in the Senſe 
nd Meaning whereof, all Tranflations do 
[inverſally agree, both with one another; 
ad with the Original Greet; ſo that 1 
know not how it is polibk for any. fober 
nd impartial Man to indke à Diffculty a 
bout ene and i 275 as well be N 
B * 


(81. 


ed from me, how L can be ſure of the mean- 


ing of. thoſe Words, in which the ſupposd 
infallible Interpretation is delivered to me, 
except I have another infallible. Interpreter 
_ alſo, to explain them; and another again 
to explain his Interpretation, and ſo on for 
ever ; as, how I can be ſure of the Mean- 
ing of thoſe Expreſſions in the New J. 
OP: whoſe Signification already appears 

lain to me, as r other Words can 
5 e it. 

Secondly, That all the 1 of the 4- 
def lei Creed (except that of Chriſt's deſcent 
into Hell) together with all the Duties which 
we owe to Cod, to ourſelves, and to ever) 

eiber Man, appear to me to be ſo plainly 

liver'd in the New Teſtament, as that 1 
| conſidering Man can hardly be at a Loſs 
about them. And as for Chrifs deſcent in. 
zo Hell, the only Thing which ſeems to me 
to make that ee difficult, is, that we 
commonly uſed the Word Hell, in a nar e 
row and confin'd Senſe, to ſignify only the e 
Place of the Damned; whereas the original i; 
Word Hades is of a larger Signification, 

and is ſometimes put to denote the Grave, 
and ſometimes. the Place: where ha pores 
; Souls remain, when they are. departed 


| their Wake » whether in ee an Mi mn 
. Ery...;, 20d Ltr N e | 
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- Third; That it moſt plainly appears 
from the New Teſtament itſelf, and from 
the concurrent Teſtimony of the Univer- 
fl Church of all Ages, that thoſe Books 
which we now call the Old Teftament, and 
which the People of the Jews, both in our 
Saviour's Time, and all along to this Day, 
did, and do receive and acknowledge as 
the Word of God, are really fuch as they 
alledge them to be. When therefore E 
find ſome Difficulty in the Interpretation. 
of ſome Paſſages in the "New Teſtament, 
much Help may be afforded me by com- 
paring them with other Paſſages in the 
0%; which, in a great Meaſure, ran Par- 
allel with them. 

Hurthly, Many learned Men, both An- 
cient and Modern, have taken much Pains 
in their Diſcourſes and Commentaries, to 
explain the difficult Paſfiges both of the 
Old and New Teftament; to whoſe. Expli- 
ations I may with much Profit have fe- 
courſe. And if; after all, I ſtill” remain 
ignorant (as F own I do) of the Meaning 
of many Paſſages both of the Old and New. 
| Tetament;, I am perſuaded that God will: 
ever impute this Ignorance of mine, which: 
know not how to re emedy, | as a Time to 
me. 

Some perhaps will tell me, hat all Kite 
| have ſaid concerning the Church's Te- 


MS _ ftimony; . 
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ſtimony in Matters of Religion, maß ap 


pear indeed to have a fair -Shew| of [Reaſon 
and Probability; but how does it appear 
that God requires that I ſhould rely upon the 
Authority of this Teſtimony, and make it 
the. Foundation cf my Religion? Lanſwer, 
Sod has made me a rational Creature, 

and by.: Reaſon alone (even antecedent t0 
Revelation) has, in a great .Mezſure, made 
himſelf known unto me, as the Eternal, 


Wiſe, and Powerful Creator of all Things, Ml 1 
infinitely Good, and infinitely Juſt. My WM 
Reaſon then abundantly aſſures me; that it Ml i 
is my Duty to make the beſt Enquiry.1 IM 
can, what the Will of my Creator is of Ml 1 


what it is that he requires from me; and 
alſo to perform the ſame to the beſt of my 
Power. In order to which, it is plainly 
neceſſary, that I. ſhould always keep my 
Mind in a due Diſpoſition, e 
receive and aſſent to every thing that I find 
to be true; and alſo to be willing to do 
whatever appears to me to be reaſonable, 
that is to ſay, agreeable to the Circum 


| Ntances, and ſeveral Relations, in which the WM 
Providence of God has placed me: and if WW » 
at any time I refuſe to hearken to Truth, [ 
when I have a fair. Opportunity of em- Ill | 
bracing it; or to do that which is reaſon- i ! 
able when I have it in my Power; in both 


theſe Caſes I cannot but think that I act 
W contrary 


"RE 
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contrary to the Wil of God. Since then 
there 18, at leaſt,” a great ; Probability in 
what ſo many wife and good Men alerts 
that God has by Revelation made himſeif, 
2nd his Will farther known to Mankind, 


— * 


Duty to enquire, whether really there is, 
or ever was any ſuch Revelation the Proof 
of which muſt to me be grounded on the 
Teſtimony of others, except the Revelation 
had been made to myſelf: and ſince, upon 


can make, it appears to me, by ſuch 
Teſtimony as leaves no room for Excep- 
tion, that God has thus actually revealed 
himſelf, and his Will unto Mankind by 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles; I think I may 
well conclude, that God requires I thould 
give my Aſſent to this Teſtimony; becauſe 
the thing is highly reaſonable in itſelf, and 
L cannot find one Objertion of Weight or 
Moment againſt it. A en 

[ will not now enter into a critical Diſ- 
pute concerning the various Interpretations, 
which are put upon Saint Paul's Words 
{1 Tim, iii. 15. ] but ſince I plainly find my 
Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, and con- 
ſequently of every Truth contain?d in it, 
to be originally ſupported by the Tefti- 
mony of the Univerjal Cburcb, as I have 
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than what he has done by Reajon. alone - - © 
[think I way well conclude, chat mis my - - 


the moſt ſtrict and impartial Enquiry th 


but 
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but now ſtated it; and ſince without this WM vh 
Teſtimony, I cannot find any other ratio- 
nal Way for the Support of this my Be. 
lief; I think I may very well ſay, that 
[to me] the Church, I mean the Univerſal 
Churcb, is the Pillar and Ground of 'Truth, 
But how this Paſſage can juſtly. be apply 
to the Church of Rome in particular, or to 
any Church Repreſentative whatſoever, 1 | 
muſt own to be altogether beyond my Un- 
derſtanding. ee e eee 
The Church of Rome requires from every 
particular Perſon, that they ſhould receive 
and embrace all Apoſtolick and Eccleſiaſtical 
Traditions; but Ido not find, that ſhe any 
where gives us either a particular Liſt of 
theſe ſame Traditions, or any other Rule 
whereby to diſcover them, but only that 
ſhe receives and owns them as ſuch; + 
If immediately after the Apoſtles Days, 
a Collection of theſe Traditions had been 
made, committed to Writing, and tranſ- 
mitted down to us with ſufficient Atteſtz 
tion that the Apoſtles: were the Authors of 
them, and requir'd: that they. fhould for 
ever be receiv'd in the Chriſtian Church 
I, for my Part, would have. made no Dil 


pute about them, except I ſhould find 
ſome of them to be evidently repugnant | 
either to the plain Principles of ſober Rea- 
ſon, or to thoſe Doctrines, or . 
RES 9 
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which are manifeſtly contain'd in the Ho- 
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i9 Mntain'a in the Ho 
o- WM scriptures. Or if it could any other 


way be ſufficiently prov'd to me concern- 


n 


at ing any one of theſe pretended Traditions, : 
a WM that it, in like manner, came from the A. 
3, WM oils; J ſhould readily, under the above b 
dLimitation, receive and own it, in Sub- 
to miſſion to their Authority: but to ſubmit : 
1 WW to any thing as an Apoſtolict or Eccleſiaſticab | 


Tradition, barely becaufe the preſent Church 
of Rome receives it as ſuch z and this with- 
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y out any ſolid Proof, that I can find, de- 
„e duc'd all along from the firſt Ages of Chri- 


ſtianity, is what I think myſelf no way 


y oblig'd to do. e | | 

of When I ſet myſelf to enquire into any 
le of theſe pretended Traditions, whatever 
at W Noiſe may have been made about them for 


Four or Five Centuries laſt paſt; yet as Þ 


5 trace them up higher and higher in the 
nM Records. of the Chriſtian Church, the Pro- 
. ſpect I have of them grows fainter and 


fainter; until at laſt, ſometimes in the 
Sixth or Seventh, but always in the Third 
or Fourth Century, I loſe not only the 
Sight, but even the leaſt Glimpſe of them. 
This is plainly. the Caſe of Tranſubſtantia- 
Hon, Worſbiping the Hoſt, the Sacrifice of 
| the Maſs, the Pope's Supremacy, his Infal= W|8 
lbility, or that of a General: Council, Bur- we 
Salcry, Private Maſſes, Maſſes for the 2 _ 
ö | Tex, 


ep 


N . 24 1 
Hay Communion, Prayer lo the. Saint Wh 
Hip & images, Pilgrimages, Indulgences, an Wl © 
Pardons, as now practis'd, Prayer in an ll 
unknown Tongue, and in a Word, hate. | 
ver elſe is hel and practis'd by the Chur Ml © 
of Rome, and univerſally: dehy'd and rejed. | 
ed by all Proteftants: concerning all which 
F-cannot but ſay, that finding no manner 
of Proof for them, or any one of them, 
from the Principles of Reaſon, or from the 
Holy Scriptures; I can by no means te- 
ceive, or own them as Apoſtolick or Eccle- 
frafticul Traditions; partly becauſe they 
are all manifeſtly repugnant to the Do- 
ctrine and Practice both of the Xpoſtles and 
Primitive Church, as we have them reoord- 
ed in the Holy Scriptures, and the Writ- 
ings of the firſt Chriſtians, which are Nil 
extant. To which let me add, that ſome 
of them being directly contrary to the 
plaineſt Dictates of my Reafon and Un- 
derftanding, are to me altogether incupa- 
ble of being prov'd either by Tradition or 
Seripture, or any other Runen or on 
thority whatſoever, _ 

It will perhaps be ſaid, that the Teſti 

mony of the Church, as 1 hive now ftat- 

ed it, is no more but a bare Humun fi- 

ſtimony, and therefore cannot be a, ſuffcient 

E een for that Dion ere * 
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„Vith 1 ought to believe the Revealed 1 ruths 
of Religion: I anſwer, x 1 
Ei, That if by Divine Faith is meant, 


„a Aſent to the Truth upon the 7. eftimony FAY 


12 limſelf; the Aſſent which I give unto 


ge Doctrines taught by Jeſus Chriſt and 
A bis Apoſtles, as Revealed Truths, is ground- 


ed upon no other Teſtimony. The many 
Miracles wrought by them, and the Prophe- 
© Wl cis fulfilled in the Perſon of Chriſt, are to 
ne as much a Divine Atteſtation of their 
Doctrine, as if every Word of it had been 
? WH declar'd by a Voice from Heaven; The 


p | only Queſtion is, how this Teſtimony, which 
God has abundantly given to the Chri- 


WH fiian Doctrine, is ſufficiently convey d down 
. 1% me? Had I liv'd while Chrift and his 


I Apoſtles were upon the Earth, I might poſ- 
WH fbly have ſeen ſome of their Miracles, and 
thereby have been convinc'd of the Divine 
„Authority of their Miſſion. But is there 
0 no way for me to be convinc'd of the ſame 
= KL this Diſtance of Time? Yes, certainly 


there is, and that no leſs ſufficient, if du- 
ly attended unto, than the former but juſt 


Teſtimony of the Univerſal Church of all 


the fame Teſtimony for the prodigious Suc- 


now mention'd. I have the. concurrent 


Ages for the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, - 
particularly of the New Teſtament, and all 
the Facts therein contain'd. I have alſo 


1 os ceſs, 
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ceſs, with which the Goſpel was for above 
three hundred Years propagated, under 
the greateſt worldly Diſcouragements and 
Perſecutions that could be rais'd againſt it; 
nor can I find the leaſt materia! Objection 
that can be made againſt this Teſtimony, 
except I ſhould be ſo wild as to reject all 
the Hiſtories of former Ages, as mere Fa. 
bles and groundleſs Fictions. I ſay then, 
that this Teſtimony of the Univerſal Church, 
s a ſure and certain Chanel to convey down 
to me that divine Teſtimony which God | 
was formerly pleas'd to give unto the'Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine and Religion; but the divine 
Teſtimony itſelf is the immediate Reaſon 
of my believing that Religion and Doctrine 
to be true. . . 
Secondly, If by Divine Faith is meant 
that Chriſtian Grace of Faith, which God 
by his Holy Spirit is pleaſed to work in the 
Mind of a true Believer ; I anſwer, —_ 
Firſt, That I do not think that God 
ever works Faith, that is to ſay, an actual 
Aſſent to Truth, in any Man, without firll 
affording him ſome rational Proof or Ev: 
dence of that Truth, to which his Faith i 
ſuppos'd to be an Aſſent. And Secondly, 
That the Teſtimony of the Univerſal Church, 
as I have but now ſtated it, is ſuch-a ſut- 
ficient rational Proof of the Truth of Ct 
ſtianity, as by the Operation of * 
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y Spirit upon my Heart (if I do not reſiſt 


| the fame) may well produce Divine Faith 


in me, in this latter Senſe of that Expreſ- 
on. „„ e 

Having thus ſaid as much as I think ne- 
ceſſary, concerning ihe Authority of ihe 
Church's Teſtimony; I proceed now to the 
Second Queſtion propos'd; that is to 
ſay, N 1 1 | 


II. Of what Authority is the PraZice of 


any Church for the Regulation of my Pra- 
(tice, | N | Pn rs 
This Practice muſt either be in purſuance 
of ſome Divine Command, or taken up 
without any Command at all; or in pur- 


ſuance of ſome Human or Ecclefiaſtical- 
Command: Of the laft of theſe I ſhall 


have occaſion to ſpeak when I come to the 


fourth Queſtion, which is concerning the 


Courch*s Authority in making Laws; at pre- 


ſent therefore I ſhall confine myſelf, ta 
| ſpeak only of the two former. Sh 


Firſt then, where the Univerſal Chri- 
ſtian Church has from the Beginning taken 
up any uniform Practice, in purſuance of a 
Divine Command; this Practice I take to 
be a moſt excellent Commentary upon ſuch 
Command, and the beſt Rule which we can 
go by in the Interpretation of it: it being 
impoſſible, I think, to give any other Rea- 
ſon for ſuch a Practice, except it be that 
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all Chriſtians every where underſtood this 
Command in one and the ſame Senſe, 
wherein they gave Obedience to it. Nor 
is it to be imagin'd, that they ſhould all 
miſtake the true Meaning of any Command 
which had been given them by God, by 
the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, who liv'd ſo 
long as to ſee the Chriſtian Church, in | 

great meaſure, planted and ſettled in almoſt 
all Parts of the known World, and would 
certainly have corrected and ſet right the 
Chriſtians of their own Time, in caſe they 
had univerſally been guilty of any ſuch 
Miſtake. a . 
For Example, it is a divine Command 
which our Saviour has left with his Church, 
that Bread ſhould be bleſſed, broken, di- 
ſtributed, and eaten; and alſo at the ſame 
time a Cup bleſſed, diſtributed, and drank, 
in Remembrance of his Death and Paſion, 
and as the Communion of his Body and Blood, 
Let us now ſuppoſe a Queſtion to be made, 
who they are that have a Right, and are 
Oblig'd, thus to eat of this Bread and drint 
of this Cup. At the Time our bleſſed Sa- 
viour gave the Command, there were none 
Preſent but his Apoſtles, nor conſequently 
did he immediately, or directly, ſpeak to 
any but them. From the Words of the 
Command therefore, it cannot be inſerr 
that either Laymen, or Women 405 
ey ; 
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Right, or are under this Obligation; but 
it is notorious both from Scripture and An- 
tiquity, that it has been all along the Pra- 
ice of the Univerſal Church, that all 
faithful Chriſtians having once been baptiz'd, 
and being come to Years of Diſcretion and 
Underſtanding, were not only admitted, 
but alſo requir*d, frequently to partake f 
this holy Ordinance. And from this uni- 
verſal Practice every where receiv*d through- 
out the whole Church, even from the Days 
of the Apoſtles themſelves; we have ſuffi- 
cient Ground to conclude, and accordingly 
it has every where been ſo concluded, that 
the Obligation of this Command extends, 
not only to Biſhops, and Paſtors, as Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles, but alſo to every 
Chriſtian Man and Woman, as ſoon as he 
- or ſhe becomes capable of giving Obedience 
to It. | 1 i, 
From the like Practice of the Church we 
alſo conclude, that the firſt Day of the Week, 
calbd in Holy Scripture the Lord's Day, is 
that particular Day of the Seven, which in 
purſuance of the Fourth Commandment, 
is under the Goſpel to be ſanctify d and ſet 
apart for the more immediate Service and 
Worſhip of God. 25 ect 48H 
And again, from the like Practice we 
conclude, that Bi/hops, Preſbyters, and 
Deacons ought every where to be appoint- 
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ed both for the Government of the Church | 


and the Adminiſtration of holy Offices; 
in purſuance of thoſe Commands, which our 
-  Bleffed Saviour has given to that Purpoſe, 
But I forbear to enlarge upon theſe Points, 
becauſe the Reader may find it already 
done in a late Sermon, entituled, The Di 
vine Authority of Church Government and 
_ Epiſcopacy, & c. Ws 


4 Secondly, If we ſuppoſe the Univer 
Church, even from the Beginning, to have 


taken up any Practice not in purſuance, of 
2 divine Command, but only of Prudence, 
Decency, and Convenience; ſych a Pra- 
Etice as this is no farther a Rule to parti- 
cular Churches, or Perſons, than as it may 
be neceſſary for the avoiding Offence, or 
conſiſtent with the ſame Prudence, Decen- 
cy, or Convenience, which were at firſt the 

Ground of it. „ 
The Agapæ, or Feaſts of Charity, ſeem 
to have been a Practice as univerſal, as 
without doubt it was early, in the Chriſtian 
Church; and yet in proceſs of time, when 
theAbuſes which had crept into theſe Feaſts, 
could not otherwiſe be reform*d, they were 
Prohibited to be kept in the manner they 
had hitherto been, firſt , by the Laodictan 
Synod, and afterwards by the Council of Car- 
| tbage, which were but Provincial, or Na- 
tional Councils; of which we have an no 
3 count 
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count in Dr. Cave 8 Primitive Clriflianity, - if |. 
Pt. 1. C. 11. ll 


-Impoſition of Hands at the Time of con- 
ferring Holy Orders, is allow'd to have been 
an univerfal Practice in the Chriſtian Church 
all along from the Days of the Apoſtles; 
but yet it does not appear, that they had 


any Command or Example of our Saviour's 


for it: However, ſince this innocent Rite 
has never been abus'd, and indeed is hardly 
capable of an Abuſe ; or if it ſhould be ab- 
us'd, may moſt eaſily be reform'd, and 
ſet right again; it has always been the O- 
pinion of ſober Divines, of all Perſuaſions, 
that it ought by no means to be aboliſh*d 


or laid afide. 


I cannot indeed fay that bare Practice, 


how univerſal ſoever, has the Force of a 
Law in the Chriſtian Church; but where l 


any ſuch Practice is continued down all a- 
long to us, it would ſhew little Reſpect to 


the Apoſtles, and firſt Preachers of Chri- 


ſtianity, and conſequently give great Of- 
fence in the World, if we ſhould take upon 


us to lay it aſide, except there were ſome 
very weighty, and unavoidable Reaſon for 


our ſo doing. 

As for the Praftice of the Church of this 
or that particular Place, -or Nation, in 
whoſe Communion it is, or may be my 
Lat to live; I ſhall always think it my 
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WW Duty to conform 70 it, fo far as is meſſy | 
to the Church's Peace, and is conſiſtent with 
The Laws, and General Rules of the Goſpel, 


beyond which no Practice, I think, can lay 
ſuch an Obligation on me: But at the ſame 
time, I ſtill think myſelf oblig'd upon all 


Proper Occaſions to declare, that my thus 


conforming to ſuch a Practice is only for 


Peace ſake, and to avoid all Offence and | 


Occaſion of Diviſion. For if by my Si. 
lence I ſhould ſuffer an Opinion to prevail, 
that ſuch a Practice is not only kept up up- 
on the Ground of Cuſtom, but 1s of per. 
Petual Obligation as a Thing commanded 
by God; this would be a betraying of my 


Chriſtian Liberty, and directly contrary | 


to that Precept which St. Paul has given 
us, that we ſhould fand faſt in the Liber- 
ty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
„ F. 
Before I diſmiſs this general Head, con- 
cerning the Practice of the Church; there 
is one Queſtion of Importance, which | 


think it proper here to take Notice of. 


Suppoſe the Church of any Place or Na- 


tion in ſome Things to have departed from 
the Practice of the Univerſal Church, and 
this Practice, as I think, grounded upon 


Chriſs own Inſtitution; but in all other 
Reſpects to be Sound and Orthodox; 18 tt 
my Duty, or is it lawful, or unlawful for 


me 
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me to hold Communion with ſuch a Church? ü 
Or what is my Duty in ſuch a Caſe as 
e; Fl 
That which renders ſome Men's Thoughts 
very confus'd, with relation to this Que | 
ſion, is that they ſeem not to have form'd 
any Definitions, or ſufficiently diſtinct No- 
tions of Duty, lawful, and unlawful, 
When any Law of God, either expreſly, 
or by good Conſequence, requires that I 
ſhould do this or that particular thing; 
then, and then only, I ſay it is my Duty to 
do ſuch a thing: Or if I am requir'd to do 
a thing only by a Human Law, yet ſtill 
I fay it is my Duty to do it (provided it be 
no way contrary to the Law of God) and 
that for this Reaſon only, becauſe the Lax 
of God commands me to give Obedience - 
to all Human Laws, that are made by law- 
ful Authority. 4 4; io Rs 
If the Law of God, either expreſly, or 
by good Conſequence, forbids the doing = 
of this or that thing; or if it be forbidden 
only by a Human Law (provided that 
God has no way commanded it) then, and 
then only, I call ſuch a thing «unlawful, 
And when a thing is neither expreſly, 
nor by Conſequence forbidden, by any 
Law either of God or Man, ſuch a thing 
«this I call lawful. N 
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1%), 
= If any Man therefore ſhall ſay that ſuch 
or ſuch a thing is my Duty, or on the other 

hand unlawful, and yet produce no Law of 
. God or Man to prove the one or the other; 
zor if he ſhall fay that a thing is Ianfd, 
=_ when at the ſame time there 1s fuch a Law, 
| which expreſly, or by good Conſequence 
forbids it; it is evident that he makes uſe 
of thoſe Words in a confuſed, if not an 
abſurd, and ridiculous Manner. 
Where I am fully convinc'd that any 
Church has departed from the Practice of 
the Church Univerſal, and I have a fair 
Opportunity of admoniſhing that Church 
to reſume, and return to ſuch Practice; 
in this Caſe I take ſuch Admonirion to be 
an Act of Charity, and for that reaſon to 
be my Duty. : 
But if the Rulers nd Gebeine of fuch 
a Church, who only have the Power of re- 
forming whatever is amiſs within the ſame, 
ceeannot be wrought upon, or perſuaded, 
that they are under any Obligation to re- 
ſume the Practice which they have thus laid 
aſide; the next thing to be conſider'd i, 
what Law, or Laws of God there are, which 
either command, or forbid, or leave me at 
my own Liberty, to join with them in all 
thoſe other things, which agreeably to the 
Word of God, or the Laws of Chriſtiani- 


95 they are ill ſuppos'd t to retain, ' 1 
no 
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not indeed remember any ae Law of 
God, whereby this Cafe thus particularly 


cicumſtantiated is to be ruled; but from 
the general Tenor both of Reaſon and Holy 
Scripture, I think I may well lay down 
theſe two Rules for my own Conduẽ(tt. 
Firſt, Tf there be no Law, which forbids 
me to hold Communion with ſuch a Church 
in all thoſe things which I own to be good, 


and commendable in her, notwithſtanding | 


the Imperfections under which ſhe labours; 
then, at leaſt, it is /awftl for me ſo to hold 
Communion : Or if any Man ſhall ftill tell 


me that it is unlawful, either he ſpeaks 


without any warrantable Ground or Foun- 


dation; or elſe he muſt produce the Law 
whereby ſuch holding of Communion is 


either expreſly, or by Sood Conſequence 


| forbidden. | 
Secondly, Tf wy 22 Laws of Chriſtianity, 9 
Peace, Unity, Love, and Charity are by 


al lawful Means to be maintain'd and pro- 
moted amongſt all that profeſs the Name 


of Chriſt (which is what I am perſuaded 


no Chriſtian will deny) and if my thus hold- 
ing Communion with ſuch a Church be not 


forbidden by any Law, and at the ſame N 


time tends in ſome meaſure to the promot- 


ing and maintaining of ſuch Love and Cha- 


tity, Peace and Unity; the Conſequence 
will be, that it is my Duty to hold Commu- 
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nion with ſuch a Church; ended 


that at the ſame, I ſhould think mile 
oblig'd to endeavour all I can the Amend. 
ment and Reformation of whatever I find 
to be amiſs or imperfect in 5 Conftity 
tion. 8 

J deſire 2 Reader well to weigh and 
| conſider theſe things which I have'thus faid 


in the general, before he abſolutely con- 


demns all Communion with the foreign Re. 
formed Churches, on account of that Imper- 


fection, under which they labour for want of 


the Epiſcopal Order amongſt them. As for 
the Caſe of our preſent Diſſenters, it is 
quite of another Conſideration; and there 


are other weighty Reaſons why, I cannot 


think it lawful for me to frequent their Af 
ſemblies, or hold any other Communion 
with them, than that of Chriſtian Lone 
CSR Charity... ...:- 7 

III. I proceed now to 3 third Queſtion 
propos d: ; that is to ſay, of what Autho- 
rity is the Judgment, Opinion, or Declara- 
tion of any Church, for the determining my 
Aſſent to any Point of Doctrine. 


If from ſufficient Teſtimony, as 1 hare 
already ſtated that Matter, it plainly ap- 


pears to me, that the Belief of this or-that 
particular Doctrine has been all along from 
the Apoſtles Days univerſally own'd. and pro- 
fels'd throughout the Chriſtian Church; 
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from hence I muſt needs infer ,” that this 
ame Doctrine was taught, and deliver'd 
to the Church by the Apeſtles themſelves; 
becauſe I cannot ſee how it was otherwiſe 
poſſible for ſuch an Univerſal Profeſſion ſo 
early every where to obtain; and what- 
ever Doctrine was taught and delivered to 
the Church by the gpoſtles, I have already 
ſhewn, is to be look'd upon as. comin 
from God, and therefore to be aſſented to 
as true. The reaſon then why I believe the 
Truth of ſuch a Doctrine, is not barely 
that it was believ'd or profeſs'd by the 
Church; but becauſe from thoſe Facts, 
which by the Church are ſufficiently atteſt- 
ed, it evidently appears to me to have been 
taught to the Church itſelf by a divine 
Commiſſion. e e 

| Upon this Ground (as I have already 
| ſaid) I receive and own all the Doctrines 
| contain*d in the Canon both of the Old and 
New Teſtament, as far as I am able to diſ- 
cover the Meaning of them. Upon the 
lame Ground alſo I believe all the Articles 
of the Apoſtle's Creed, as I have above made 
mention of it; not only becauſe I find it 
all contain'd in the holy Scripture, but al- 
ſo becauſe it appears beyond Contradiction 
to have been explicitly believ'd and pro- 
fels'd by all Chriſtians every where from 
ihe very Days of the Apoſtles themſelves - mh 
5 „„ 
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And if any one ſhall require mu me, that 
T believe other Doctrine, on account 
of any Declaration or Profeſſion thereoſ 
pretended to have been made by the Uni- 
verſa] Church of all Ages; it is incumbent 
on him to bring ſufficient Proof, that ſuch 
Declaration, or Profeſſion, was univerſally 
made all along from the very Days of the 
Apoſtles. er 
If it could 10 ſhewn of any particular 
Doctrine, that it was every where behey'd 
and profeſsd by the Univerſal Church of a- 
ny one or more Ages; but at the ſame: time, 
it could neither be prov'd that this Doctrine 
is (either expreſly or by Conſequence); con. 
tained in holy Scripture, or that it was in 
hike manner univerſally receiv'd by the firſt 
Chriſtians immediately from the Days of the 
Apoſtles; in ſuch a cafe (if any ſuch there 
were) I ſhould demand, pon what Ground 
did the Church firſt believe this Doftrine? If 
any Man ſhould anſwer, that ſhe belier'd 
it upon no other Ground but becauſe ſhe 
believ*d it; this were to talk fooliſnly, and 
could never afford me any Satisfaction: 
But if any other Ground of this Belief were 
aſſigned, it muſt be either | a ſufficient 
Ground or an inſufficient Ground; if fuft- 
cient, then I ſhould believe this ſame Do- 
Erine, not barely becauſe the Church be- 


liev'd it, but becauſe there would be a ſuf- 
ficient 


[39] 
ficient Ground both for the Church's Belief _W 
and mine: But if the very Ground of tbe 

of WW Church's Belief ſhould appear to be inſufk® WM 

ficient, how is it poſſible that I could have 

any ſufficient Ground for my Belief of the i 

+ Wl fave Doctrine, if grounded only upon 
bers? 7 

) It will perhaps be ſaid, that from the 

Univerſal Reception of a particular Do- 

&rine in any one Age of the Church, tho? 

q of later Date; we ought to conclude that 

, WH the ſame Doctrine has been all along tranſ- 


e, mitted down from the Apoſtles, except we 
e WH re able to aſſign ſome other Beginning of 
- it: Nor is the Silence of former Ages, as 
A ſome think, a ſufficient Ground to con- 


dude that the Doctrine was not then taught; 
is it being poſſible that all the Books, 1 in which 
re that Doctrine was mention'd, may have 
id periſh'd, 

If But I defire that ſuch things as theſe | 
d may not only, be ſaid but alſo prov'd for it 


e ſeems very poſſible to me, that in times of 

d WH Darkneſs and Ignorance, ſuch as ſome Ages 
» of the Church are known to have been, an 
e Error in Doctrine might by degrees have 
It crept in, and come ſo far to be univerſally / 


. <civ'd, as hardly to meet with any open 
J- or publick Oppoſition: Nor is it to be 
e. imagin'd that all the Books of former 
3 wherein ſuch a Doctrine is 1 
e 


4 


P 3 . 
c * > | 
A Ry , Y 
. 1 114 
1 


cd to have been mention' d, ſhould utterly 


periſh; and yet, at the ſame time, many 
other Books remain, in which there would 
have been the faireſt Occaſions of mention- 
ing that ſame Doctrine, in caſe it had then 
been univerſally, or even generally taught 
and maintain'd, _ 5 
If then the Church of Rome were really 
(what ſhe moſt groundleſly pretends to be) 
the Univer/al Church; yet even in this caſe, 
1 ſhould not think myſelf oblig'd any far- 
ther to conform my Belief to any Judg- 
ment, Opinion, or Declaration of hers, 
than as the ſame ſhould appear to me to be 
well ſupported by the Authority of Chrif, 
or his Apoſiles: And for this reaſon, if 
there were po other, I reje all thoſe Do- 
ctrines which ſhe has added to the ancient 
Chriſtian Faith; becauſe I can find no 
Proof either from holy Scripture,. or any 
ſufficient and well grounded Tradition, that 
they are or can be ſupported by any ſuch | 
Authority, ö 
But the Divines of that Church will tel 
me, that all thoſe Doctrines which they 
require me to believe, are declar'd and de- 
termin'd by general Councils (which are 
the Church repreſentative) and particularly 
by the Council of Trent; upon whoſe infall- | 
ble Authority, they ſay, I ought without 
the leaſt Doubt or Heſitation to — 


2 


and believe them. But before I can here» 
in comply with them, I have ſeveral Que- 
ſions to aſk, to which I never yet could _ ü 
meet with a fatisfaftory, or even tolerable *# 
Anſwer. FRO 359 £10206 
Firſt, Am I bound to pay a greater 
Deference to what they call the 'Church 
Repreſentative, in a General Council, than 
to the Univerſal Church itſelf of that par- 
ticular time when fuch a Council is con- 
vened? And if I am not bound te con- 
form my Belief even to that of the Univer- 
ſal Church, any farther than F find her 
Doctrine to be grounded upon the Autho- 
rity of Chriſt or his Apoſtles; what Oblt- 
gation can lie upon nie to receive the De- 
terminations of a General Council, with- 
out firſt enquiring whether they are ſa 
grounded?” eee 
Secondiy, How does it appear, that any 
of thoſe Councils, which are commonly 
call'd General, are the true Repreſentatives 
of the Univerſak Church? Were the Mem- 
bers of ſuch Councils always, or ever, chot- 
en by the whole Body of Chriſtians all 
over the World > And how'can they be 
aid to repreſent thoſe, who had no hand 
n the chooſing, appointing, or approving; 
of them? _ F 
Thirdly, Are General Conncis of "Divine | 
Infittion? Or has God given any certaiv WM 
D Rule * 
| E ] 
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dence) to direct them how, and after. wi 
manner ſuch Councils ſhall be call'd, or p 

ceed in their Determinations? of W. » 
Members they ſhall conſiſt? and how fir 
their Authority ſhall extend? If any fuch 
Rules have ever been given by God, I de. 
fire they may be produc'd and proy'd; 


but if this cannot be done, and if even C 


neral Councils, as well as particular ones, 


are but of Human Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution; 
can this give them ſufficient Authority to 


demand my Aſſent to their Doctrines and 
Determinations, without any Archer eng 


Mc into them ? 
Feurthly, Among thoſe Councils which 


are calPd General, farke are receiv'd, {ome 


rejected; and ſome again, partly receiv'd 
and partly rejected by the Church of, None: 


Here then I deſire to know, who it is that 
has the ſole Authority of confirming or te- 
jecting the Determinations, of a Genera 


Council, and who gave him this Authori- 
ty? If Cod, let this be prov'd by ſome 


better Arguments than Thou art Peter, &c. 
and Feed my Sheep ; which are too weak for 
me to hazard my Salvation upon: But if 
this Authority be only deriv*d from Man, 


how can it ſecure me from all Error , 
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If it were my Deſign to 3 or caſt 75 
Reproaches upon the Councils of the later 
Ages, and particularly that of Trent, I 
a add ſeveral Queſtions more to that 
Purpoſe ; but waving this, I only defire a 
ſufficient Anſwer unto theſe four which E + 
have here propos'd; which, until I can ob- 
tain (as I believe I never ſhall) I muſt al- 
ways think it my Duty no farther to con- 
form my Belief to the Judgment, Opini- 
on, Declaration, or Determination of any 
Church or Council whatfoever, than as it 
evidently appears to me, that they are ſup- 
ported by the Authority of Chriſt or bis A. 
poſtles. Whatever is expreſly taught in ho- 
ly Scripture, or by good Conſequence can 

be prov'd from thence, I freely own to 
have that Authority; and if the like Au- 
thority be pretended for any other thing 
e it is their Buſineſs who pretend 
wy _ alſo to make good and ſolid Proof 
of it. 

The utmoſt Knowledge, of which in this. 
Life we are capable, is very weak and im- 
perfect; we know in part and we prophefie 
in part, x Cor. xiii. 9. And we ſee through 

4 Glaſs darkly, Y 12, Or in a Riddle, as the 
Margin has it Word for Word from: the 
Original. If our Knowledge be ſo well 
grounded, and extends. ſo far, as through 
God's Grace to ſupport and direct us in the 
D 2 | — Practice | 
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Practice of our Duty to God, to ourſelves 
and to all other Men, it is all that will be 
requir'd of us in order to our eternal Salva. 
tion. And thus much Knowledge, if any 
Man diligently and impartially ſeeks after, Wl bl 
he need not doubt of the Aſſiſtance of MM i 


God's Holy Spirit, provided he takes care N vi 
to lay aſide all Paſſion, Prejudice, Luſt, WW it 
and worldly Deſigns, and make uſe of the to 
means which God has afforded us in this WW to 

.. Enquiry. But if beyond this, he indulges 
his Curiofity in fearching into thoſe things p- 
which God has not thought fit to make WM be 
known, or farther than he has made them 8 
known; and proudly impofes his Opinions, P. 
and that only becauſe they are his, upon il ti 
the Conſciences of other Men; if any Man, Wl 


I fay, or Society of Men, ſhall dare to act 
after this manner (which is plainly the Caſe 
of the Pope, and the Council of Trent) 
what imaginable reaſon can there be, why 
he or they ſhould in ſuch Proceedings as 
theſe, expect to be infallibly aſſiſted or di- 
rected by the Holy Ghoſt, as they, with 
out any juſt ew: pretend to be? 
But here I defire that my Meaning may | 
not. be miſtaken, or farther extended than 
I in the leaſt defign it. For altho' the bare 
Judgment, Opinion, or Declaration of any 
Church whatſoever, is by no means fuffi- 


cient to * "w_ Aſſent to any par- 
ns . ticular 


yet I do not take it to be unlawful, or in 
the leaſt improper, for any Settled or Eſta- 
bliſn'd Church to make a publick Declara- 
tion of ſuch her Judgment or Opinion, 
| whenever ſhe finds there is a Neceſſity for 
it; and alſo to oblige alt Perſons, who are 
to be admitted into a Part of her Miniſtry, 
to give their Aſſent to the fame, _ 
By Church Communion alone, a Man 
partakes of the ordinary Means which God 
has appointed in order to Salvation (fuch 
as Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, and Joint 
Prayer and Worſhip with the Congrega- 
tion) from which Means therefore no 
Man in Charity or Juſtice ought & be ex- 
cluded, if he profeſſes his Aﬀent to all 
S thoſe things, which make up the Covenant 
| of Grace between God and Man in Feſus 
Ubriſt, and leads his Life in Conformity 
thereunto; fb 3 TO 
- But the Offices of the Miniſtry and 
Church Government, are appointed as 
Means, not of Salvation to thoſe who exer= . 
(ie them, but of Edification to the reſt of 
n tie People; for which Edification, if as 
© Dodd Proviſion be made as the Circumſtan- 
J ss of things will admit of, it is neither 
- WF voſt nor uncharitable, for thoſe who are 
in Authority, to preſcribe any Terms that 
LE, = are 
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not convinc'd that any Church is Infalliblez - > 
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are not in themſelves unlawful, and may 
any ways conduce to the Peace or othd 
__Menefit of the Church, as Conditions, with. 
ut a Compliance with which, no Man 
ſhall be allow'd to exerciſe, or take any 
ſuch Office upon him. ot, 
And among theſe Terms, I ſee no reaſon 
why I may not reckon an expreſs Aſſent, 
by Subſcription or otherwiſe, .to be given 
to ſuch Theological Truths, as the Church 
hall think neceſſary to ſet down for that 
' Purpoſe; not as Articles of Faith, or Part 
of the Covenant between God and Man, 
but as Articles of Peace; and for the pre- 
venting of unneceſſary Diſputations, Alerca- 
tions, or Queſtione, which may nouriſh Fa: 
Hion bot in the Church and Common-wealth 
as it is expreſs'd in King Charles the Firlt's 
Declaration prefix*d to our Thirty Nine Ar- 
„ 5 1 
I come now to the fourth and laſt Que- 
ftion propos'd ; which is, Eli 
What Authority has any Church 70 male 
Laus, fo as thereby to lay an Obligation 
upon my Conſcience?  * 5 
The only reaſon why any Human Laus, 
whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, obliges the 
Conſcience, is. becauſe God requires that 
we ſhould ſubmit and give Obedience to all 
fuch Laws as are made or enacted by law- 


ful Authority, The Meaning then of this 
F ourt!. 
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fourth Colds is none EA dir this, Toh 
far does Cod require that I ſhould ſubmit and 
give Obedience to any Laws of the At 

making © "7 
7 Ts Laws (for of ſuch only I am 
now ſpeaking) may be divided into unwrit- 
n and written. When Practice alone, in 


1 proceſs of time, obtains the Force of Law z 
+ Wl this I call an unwritten Lat; of which 
Dort of Eccleſtaſtical Laws | have in effect 
already ſpoken under the ſecond Queſtion, 
| where I have endeavour'd to ſhim; of 
» vhat Authority the Practice of the Church 
4. s for the Regulation of my Practice; or in 
ether Terms, how far fuch Practice becomes 


„ Law to me. It remains now, that T 
p peak concerning thoſe Laws of the Church, 
* which at their firft enacting, are conceiv'd 
in expreſs Terms, and either are, or may. 
de committed to WINS, which I call writ- 
ten Laws, © 

ha Law there are two Parts! Z che ibis. 
Bun, which points out what is to be done, 
or not done; and the Santtion, which threat- 
ens ſome Evil or Penalty to that Perſon, - 
who does not conform eit to the Dire- 
thn of the Law. 
I rake it for granted, as a ag Wich 
needs not here be prov'd, that all Eccleſia- 
fical, as well as Civil Power, is one way 
er other deriv'd from God. If any Man or 
Society 


* 


4 i 2 23 : 8 ob 5 ＋ * 0 . 
Society of Men pretend to have a Power, 
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which is no way deriv'd from God; to thi] 
pretended Power I am not, in Conſcience, 


oblig*d to give any Obedience, whatever Wl © 
the Neceſſity of my Circumſtances, may g 
at any time, in Point of Prudence, compd WM :ic 
me to; but upon a Suppoſition that ſuch Wl i 
Power is deriv'd from God, it is on all WM 
hands allow'd to lay an Obligation upon P. 
the Conſciences of thoſe, who by his Provi ll { 
dence are made ſubject to it. The Que- v 
ſtion then at preſent to be diſcuſs'd, will WM © 
plainly amount to no more but this, born ba 
Jar any, and what Church, can derive 41 C 
Power of making Laws. from God? or more p 
diſtinctly, how far any Church has ſuch a . 


Power: Firſt, of giving Direction, what 
is, or is not to be done; and Secondly, of 
enforcing her Directions by any, and what 

Where any Man, or Society of Men, lay 
claim to a Power as deriv'd from God, 
there are but two Ways of proving that it 
is ſo deriv'd; that is to ſay, Revelation and} 
| Reaſon: And ſince amongſt us Chriſtin} 
no Revelation is pretended to, as a general} 
Rule for the Actions of all Men, but the 
Holy Scripture; therefore I ſay, that what- 
ever Power of any ſort there is or may be 
in the Church, muſt be examin'd and made 


- © appear 


umſelf, My preſent Buſineſs then is only 
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WI = 
pear either by Reaſon or Scripture; or both © 
n Conjundtion: nh it fg 

It is on all haads allow'd, that our bleſs, 


ſed Saviour endow'd his Apoſtles with an 


extraordinary Power, at the firſt Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, beyond what he has 
thought fit to continue all along down to 
their Succeſſors. Thus St. Paul had the 
Power of delivering an Offender unto Salan, 
for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, 1 Cor. v. g. 
which is generally ſuppos'd to contain 
ſomething miraculous, and more than a 
bare Excluſion from the Communion of the 
Church. Thus St. Peter had the Power of 
pronouncing Sentence of Death upon Sap- 
thira the Wife of Ananias, Acts v. 9. and 
St. Paul that of Blindneſs upon Elymas the 
Sorcerer, Chap. xiii. 11. both which were 
immediately executed by an inviſible Hand: 
But how far this extraordinary Power did 
extend, or what Authority the Apoſtles 
tnemſelves might have had of making any, 
and what Laws for the Chriſtian, Church, 
there is now no Neceſſity of: debating; for 
% they are long ſince withdrawn from this 
World, ſo whatever authentickly appears 
to have been delivered by them to the 
Church, is by all COhriſtians allow'd: to car- 
y the ſame Obligation with it, as if it had 
n the ſame manner been done by Chriſt 
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to enquire, what ordinary and tanding 
Power of making Laws (both as to Dire- 
ction and Sanction) our bleſſed Saviour has 
left with his Church, and in whom the Ex. 
erciſe of this Power reſides. 
No Church this Day upon Earth pretends, 
in a miraculous manner, to inflict Puniſh- 
ment on Ofenders; neither has Chrif 
(whoſe Kingdom is not of this World, John 
XVUL. 36.) given any Power to his Church, 
or to any Perſon as an Officer of it, to uſe 
temporal Force againſt them, either by 
ſeizing their Eſtates or Goods, or by de- 
priving them of Life or Liberty. It re- 
mains then, that all the Penalty which any 
Church, as ſuch, has Power to inflict upon 
thoſe who break either her own Laws, or 
thoſe of God, is to admoniſh, reprove, and 
rebuke them; and in caſe they do not a- 
mend and reform, then to exclude and cut 
them off entirely from her Communion and 
Society. Whatever Penalties are farther 
neceſſary for the reſtraining of Evil doers, 
muſt be laid upon them either by the Civil i |: 


— x. 


Magiſtrate , or by the immediate Hand of f 
God himſelf, whoſe Judgments even in " 
this World, may often follow thoſe who t: 
deſpiſe Eccleſiaſtical Oenſures, altho' not £ 
in fo viſible and remarkable a manner, '1 8 
was often ſeen in the Primitive Times o : 


_ "Chriſtianity. 'Let the Church then have 


never 


1 

never ſo great a Power to give Rules of Di- 
eltion, yet the utmoſt Sanction, whereby ſhe 
can enforce theſe Rules, is that of Excom- 
nunication. 7 | e : 
It is on all hands allow'd (and therefore 
need not here be prov'd) that if a Man 
lives in the known and wilful Breach of any 
of God's Laws, and will not upon due Ad- 
monition amend and reform his Life; the 
Church upon proper Information, may 
proceed to excommunicate, or exclude him 
from her Communion. It follows then, 
that it is altogether unneceſſary for the 
Church to re- enact, what already has been 
enacted by God himſelf. It may indeed be 
very neceſſary for the Church, by her Ca- 
nns and Conſtitutions, to give notice, and 
 publickly declare, what the Laws of God are; 
and alſo to fore-warn all her Members from 
the Breach of them; and where the Civil 
State is Chriſtian, and appoints Tem;oral _ 
Penalties to be inflicted on thoſe, who incur 
and deſpiſe Ecclefiaftical Cenſures; it is no 
ſs than a Piece of Juſtice that all Men 
ſhould know, for what Offences and in 
| wat Caſes theſe temporal Puniſfiments are 
to be inflicted. But if we conſider the 
Church, as a Society merely Spiritual, and 
antecedent to al! Privileges or Encourage- 
ments granted to her by the Civil Power; 
the Laws of God are as much the Laws of 
E 4 = the. 
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5 every Part of God's Worſhip d ; 
which unavoidably introduces Diſorder an 
Confuſion; or elſe there muſt tome where 


3 n 


| ==. 7 £4 
the Church, as if they had been expreſy 
and in Terms inſerted into her Canons and 


Conſtitutions; but with this Difference, 


that whereas Canons and Conſtitutions 
merely Eccleſiaſtical (like all other Human 
Laws) may for good Reaſons, ſometimes be 
diſpens'd with, or even alter'd by the ſame 
Authority that made. them; the Laws of 


_ God are not to be alter'd, no nor even diſ. 


pens'd with in any one inſtance, by any 


Authority, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 


that is upon the Face of the Earth. 
It is a general Law of God, and ſuff. 


ciently made known unto us by the Voice of 
Reaſon,” as well as that of holy Scripture, | 
that whatever belongs to his Worſhip or 


Service, ſhould always be done decently and 
in order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. For God is not the 
Auther of Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all 


15 Churches of the Saints, V 33. Nor is it ſo 
much as pretended, that he has any where 


particularly ſet down or appointed the ſeve- 
ral Rules and Circumſtances, which of Ne- 


ceſſity muſt concur to make up this ſame 


Decency and Order, which is thus in the 


general preſcribed. Either then every Par- } 


ticular Man 1s entirely left to his own 85 
berty, touching all the Circumſtances 0! 
and Service, 


be 


— — {uy — 


Ep 
be a Power in the Church, ſo far to ſettle 
and fix theſe Circumſtances, as at any time 
ſhall be found neceſſary for the Preſervation 
of Decency and Regularity. 4 
For Example, altho? God has appointed 
the Lord's Day to be ſet apart for his Wer- 
ſhip and Service, yet he has no where de- 
termin'd either at what Hour of the Day, 
or in what particular place each Chriſtian 
Congregation ſhall meet together., or in 
what Method and Order, or in what partt- 
cular Words and Expreflions the whole 
publick Service ſhall be perform'd. In all 


which, and many other things that relate 
to Church Affairs, if ſome Rules are not 
made, and when they are mage,  requir'd 


to be obſerv'd; it is not to be imagin'd 
that the different Fancies and Opinions of 
all private Men will ever come to an Agree- 
ment about them, and conſequently there 
will be no Regularity, that is to ſay, no 


Order, and therefore xo Decency ma intain'd 


or kept up about theſe things among them. 
Either then Decency and Order in the Wor- 


ſhip and Service of God muſt not be main- 


tad, which is contrary to God's Honour 
as well as to his Command; or elſe ſome. 
Rules muſt be eſtabliſh'd for the maintain= 
ing of them: And fince theſe Rules are not 
made by God himſelf; either they muſt be 
made by the Church, or they cannot be 

: | b made 
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Lk I 
made at all; and ſo no Obedience given ty Ml thi 
this general Command of God. © 
The particular Rules of Decency and Or. 
der may in divers Places be very different; 
and in one Part of the World an Action 
may be look*'d upon as reſpectful and 
_ comely, which in another Place or Age 
would be thought undecent or perhaps fi. 
diculous. From whence it follows, that 
theſe particular Rules and Circumſtances 
can very hardly, if at all, be the ſame in 
all Ages, or Parts of the Chriſtian Church; 
and therefore if in different Times or Pla- 
ces we find that there has been, or ſtill is 
ſome Variation in things of this Nature, 
we ought not to wonder at it, but aſeribe 
it altogether to the different Tempers of 
People or Cuſtoms, which in divers Times 
and Places have perhaps inſenſibly pre- 
vail'd; and in ſuch innocent things as theſe, 
the common Saying, I think, ought al- 
ways to hold: If you are at Rome, or in 
any other Part of the World, conform your- 
lf to the Manners and Cuſtoms of the Place. | 
It does not any where appear, that God | 
has in expreſs Terms given the Power of | 
making Laws or Rules about the Circum- 
ſtances of his Worſhip and Service, to an) 
certain and particular Perſons, ſince the 
Departure of the Apoſtles out of ths 
World. If therefore we would find: where 


this 


LAY a RR” - a 


pony Genie * 
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| this Power reſides, we have no other 


Guide to lead us to it, but the general Te- 
nor of holy Scripture, together with the 
Rules of Reaſon and Prudence; by which, 
both as Men and Chriſtians, it is certain 
God requires we ſhould always regulate our 
Actions, where he has not thought fit to 
give us any ſpecial and particular Dire- 
ctions. 

It is beyond diſpute, that where. ever the 
Apoſtles preach'd the Goſpel, and planted 
a Chriſtian Church, there they appointed a 
ſtanding Succeſſion | of Biſhops, |: Paſtors, 
Preſbyters, or whatever you will call them 
(for I contend not about the Name) to be 
always kept up; not only to teach and in- 
ſtruct the People committed to their Care, 
but alſo to preſide amongſt them, and in 
ſome meaſure to direct, rule, and govern 
them in the Matters chat related to the 
Church and Religion, altho' they were nei- 
ther to have Dominion over their Faith:, 
2 Cor. 1. 24: nor to be abſolute Lords over 
God's Heritage, 1 Pet. v. 4. 

It is therefore undoubtedly: the Daty of 
theſe Eccleſiaſtical Governors, at all times 


 toconfider what Regulations are moſt pro- 


per to be made in that Part of the Church 
witch is committed to their Care, wher eby 
the Worſhip and Service of God 
perform'd with the greateſt Degenes 


« a 5 


LH 2 
Order, and ibe Lord may be worſhiped in 


the Beauty of Holineſs, as the Pſalmiſt ex. WM of 
Preſſes it, P/al. xcvi. 9. And as they Wl int 
ought not to im poſe any thing that is unex Wl co: 
ſy, burthenſome, or ungrateful upon their Wy 
People, however otherwiſe it may perhaps ret 


be lawful; ſo when they have made any tic 
Rules or Conſtitutions concerning ' thoſe an 
Matters, which are properly ſubject to the th 
- Ecclefiaſtical Power, it is certainly the Du - 
ty of the People committed to their Charge, Wl or 
rather to obey and conform themſelves unto Wl th 
them, than to hazard the Breach of the IM vi 
Church's Peace for ſuch things as are in | 
their own Nature altogether indifferent; ¶ ti 
and conſequently alterable, whenever there Ne. 
appears to be good reaſon for ſuch Altera- in 
tion. C 
But ſuppoſe there are different Opinions ſo 
concerning theſe things; and theſe, it may u 
be, maintain'd with Heat and Paſſion by n. 
the ſeveral Parties; what is to be done in WM ii 
ſuch a Caſe as this? _ | 8 
It is not poſſible to foreſee, or before. C 
hand to adapt Rules unto all the particular WW w 
- Circumſtances, whereby this Caſe may at Wl © 
ſeveral times be diverſified ;. but the follow- Wl |! 
ing Rules, I think, will go a great way in © 
directing the Conſciencies of all ſorts of Per- 
{ons about theſe Matters. 


— 


BIRD: 19 75 

Firſt, Conſidering that the Generality 
of Mankind are for the moſt part ſtrongly” 
influenc'd by Education, Cuſtom, and pre- 
conceiv'd Opinions; it is certainly the Du- 
ty of the Governors of every Church, ſo to 
regulate all their EccleſiaſticaF Conſtitu- 
tions, as to give the greateſt Satisfaction, 
and the leaſt Offence they poſſibly can, to- 
the People that are committed unto their 
Charge; always provided that nothing be 
ordain'd or appointed by any Human Au- 
thority, that is any way contrary to a Di- 
vine Law. 37 5 


Secondly, When Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tions are once made and receiv*d,. it is not 


every Objection that can Juſtify the diſobey- 


ing of them. Let us ſuppoſe them to be 
burthenſome, uneaſy, or diſreliſhing unto 
ſome People, yet as long as they are no way 
unlawful, the Peace of the Church ought. 
not to be broken, nor Schiſms or Divi- 
ſions kept up in it on account of ſuch things 
as theſe: And if in a Chriſtian State, the 
Civil Legiſlature has ratify'd and confirm'd, 
what the Eccleſiaſtical: Authority had or- 
dain d and appointed, the Obligation Will 
lie ſo much the ſtronger upon the Conſci- 
ence of the Subject. be In 1408 
Tbirdly, If the altering or repealing of? 
any Conſtitution, - merely Ecclefia ſtical or- 
Human, will moſt likely give great Satis- 
| TE factions 


%. * 
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faction to all, or almoſt all ſorts of People | 
at tome; and no Scandal or juſt Offence to 
tlie Neighbouring Churches round about; 
ſuch Conſtitution ought accordingly to be 
repeald or alter'd: But if by ſuch Altera- 
tion or Repeal, ſmall Satisfaction is likely 
to be given to ſome few of the People, and 
great Offence, it may be, to many others, | 
or perhaps to the Neighbouring Churches, 
whereby Schiſms or Diviſions will probably 
be increas'd rather than taken away; in this 
caſe, it may be of dangerous Conſequence tov 
attempt any ſuch Repeal or Alteration; and 
therefore I think in Chriſtian Prudence it 
ought to be forborn. The e 
Fourtbly, Where different Parties or | 
Churches cannot be brought to an Agree- 
ment, touching the Circumſtantials of Re- 
ligion, they yet ought to treat one another 
with Chriſtian Charity and. mutual For- 
bearance; but an Orthodox Church being 
once eſtabliſh'd, and having nothing in her 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions contrary to the 
Laws of God, is certainly not oblig'd to 
give up thoſe Barriers, which the Civil 
Power, or God in his Providence, by any 
other way, has been pleas'd to afford her 
for her Defenſe and Safety. 513 7 5 
Upon this Occaſion, it may not perhaps 
be improper to enquire, how far the Civil 
Power may or ougat to. interpoſe in ho. 
N "ag oi 
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dus or. Eccleſiaſtical Matters; but this, 
(Cod willing) ſhall be the Subject of ano- 
ther Diſcourſe, if what J have here writ⸗ 
ten finds Ke with Men of Candor 

and Judgment. 
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